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Alleged secret detentions In Council of Europe member stales: 
Background information 

Rapport*,, of tm CoomUN on lagal Atteks and Human H*» (ASUu* Mr Ok* Man,. 

•Mandate: Doc 10748, Reference3153 of 25.112005 

• Expiry date for adoption of the report: 25.1 1 .2007 

f ^L^tS^X of asking the Standing Committee of the Assembly for an urgent 
. SSSSSlSS^ «* Chairperson. Mr Marty, as Rapporteur and instructed him to collect 

. ss, it he ^j^^^^ mm sr procedure detet8 10 
s^i^ •* s ^ part j- to *• European 

# SS^S^^PCHR) (or information on this subject (Article 52) 

1411 2005: Letters to US authorities (Observer to the CoE). and Polish and Romanian PACE 

Delegations, asking for information 
17.1 1.2005: Reply from Romanian PACE Delegation 

r consZKloU^ed an information memorandum mMim*****^ 
£7S£r5 3*A PHncipal Adm^ator in the Directorate- 

(letter sent on 24.11.2005) 

so 1 1 sons- Letters to Mr Frank Asbeck. Director of European Union Satellite Centre, and to Mr 
29.11.2005. Le^rstow'-raj ^ era|rtEurocontr0 | iaski ng tor their cooperat.on 

2S iST EurWntrol. informing that they are seeking agreement of member 
Let?Cts 9 Amb y assador (Observer to the CoE). enciosing pubiic statement 

[7 12 20 05- MWtSS^ Commission to Mrs Ben* 
[7.12.2005. g^™™ Eur * commissioner, and to Mr Jacques Barrot. Vice- 
pSnVoSr^an Commission, asking for support for Mr Marty (concerning EU 
Satellite Centre and Eurocontroi respectively)] 
9.12.2005: Interim provisional reply from EU Satellite Centre 

12.12.2005: AS/Bur invited the national parliaments to cooperate fully with Mr Marty in the 
preparation of his report 



5.12.2005: 
6.12.2005: 
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. ^eld^ch^geofS with Mrs Maud de Boer Buqufcchio, Deputy Secretary General of the 
Council of Europe, Mr Alvaro Gil-Robles, Council of Europe Human Rights Commissioner, Mr 
Gem Gzdemir. member of the European Parliament (Germany, Group of the Greens^European 
Free Alliance), and Mr Emmanuel Crabit, Principal Administrator in the Directorate-General for 
Justice, Freedom and Security of the European Commission . 

. heard a statement by the Rapporteur on developments on this issue since the last meeting, 

. nnprrvV ^ P" Kli * <te> t n tn^ hy the Rapporteur . ' 

. authorised the Rapporteur to go to the seats of the European institutions and to make fact- 
finding visits to certain Council of Europe member states if he deemed it necessary 

. decided to ask the European Commission tor Democracy through Law (Venice Commission) to 
prepare a legal opinion assessing the legality of secret detention in the light of Counci of Europe 
member states' international obligations, in particular the European Convention on Human 
Rights and the European Convention for the Prevention of Torture, and expressed the wish that 
this opinion be submitted as soon as possible ■ 

. asked its Chairperson to submit to the Bureau a request for an urgent procedure debate on «the 
alleged secret detentions in Council of Europe member states" during the Assembly's January 
2006 part-session 

14.1 2.2005: Letter to Mr Brian Ross, Journalist ABC 

14 12 2005: Utter to Mr Lenn Downie, Editor, Washington Post 

14.12 2005: Letter from Mr Frank Asbeck, EU Satellite Centre, informing that the provision of 
satellite images Is not part of the Centre's mission 

15 12 2005: Letter sent to the Venice Commission requesting a legal opinion (see Appendix un 
16.12!2005: "Information Notice" (reply) from Polish Delegation 

16 12 2005- Utter sent to the President of the Assembly proposing an urgent procedure debate 

1 9 1 22005- Letters sent all PACE delegations, enclosing questions which MPs could put to their 

governments and a list of alleged flight patterns (see Appendix II) 
21.12.2005: Letter from Washington Post (Mr Downie), informing that it was not possible to 

disclose their sources 
21 1 2 2005- Follow-up letter to Mr Iwinski, Head of Polish PACE Delegation 
2212 2005: Letter sent to Mr Javier Solana. SG of the Council of the European Union, asking 

him to authorise EU Satellite Centre cooperation 
10 01 2006- Letter from Venice Commission: adoption of its opinion foreseen on 1 7-1 8.03.2005 
1101 2006- Reminder letter to Mr Victor Aguado, Director General of Eurocontrol + reminder e- 

mail from AS/Jur secretariat to Mr Solana's secretariat 
16.01 .2005: Reminder messages sent to Mr Iwinski and Mr Ross (ABC) .... in 

19 01 2006- Letter from ABC (on behalf of Mr Brian Ross) informing that it was not possible to 

disclose their sources, but that they could provide the video recording of the report 

of 5 December 2005 (to which Mr Marty replied that he would indeed appreciate 

receiving the video recording) 
23.01 .2006: Information received from the EU Satelite Center and Eurocontrol 
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